
Duration:  
45 – 60 minutes plus questions 
90 minutes with sequential translation 
 
Visuals:  
PowerPoint presentation 
 
Sound: 
Lapel microphone preferred 

Many Australians have an edgy 

relationship to the land, with two-thirds of 

the population living in the seven largest 

cities, all situated by the sea. The 

continental centre is vast and harsh. It is 

perhaps because of this disquietude that, 

while Australia has some of the most 

dramatic scenery on the planet, 

landscape is rarely the subject of art 

photography. At least not directly...  

 

This presentation begins by looking at 

the few successful contemporary 

Australian art photographers of the 

natural landscape before moving into the 

bustling cities to experience an urban 

splendour and suburban domesticity that 

prove nonetheless to be tinged with 

unease. 

 

Against this background of a troubling 

reality, the presentation will go on to 

explore a growing interest among art 

photographers in annexing landscape to 

the realm of fantasy and creating whole 

new worlds of the imagination. The 

presentation will close by considering 

‘the most popular landscape photograph 

in Australia’ … with revealing results. 

Alasdair Foster has 20 years’ experience 

heading national arts organisations and 

over 35 years’ experience as a curator 

and critic. He has organised several 

hundred exhibitions including major 

presentations in Bangkok, Beijing, 

Bogotá, Dhaka, London, Paris, Seoul, 

Singapore and Taipei. He has written for 

many international publications and was 

managing editor of Photofile magazine. 

“It was hugely refreshing to find 

in Alasdair Foster a person who 

could cut through the fog of 

rhetoric, jargon and posturing 

that is so abundant in the art 

world. His clarity is uplifting.” 

Shahidul Alam, Founder, Pathshala South 

Asian Media Academy; Director of Chobi 

Mela, festival of photography, Bangladesh  

“Alasdair Foster’s is a most 

memorable and invigorating 

voice; he incites compelling 

ideas and well-informed debate.” 

Maurice Ortega, Director, Queensland 

Centre for Photography, Brisbane 

“Alasdair Foster is an engaging 

public speaker. His refreshing, 

innovative and articulate 

approach makes him a highly 

effective communicator of 

challenging ideas.” 

Bob Hewitt, Founder and Festival Director, 

FotoFreo, Perth 

Disquietude:  
   LANDSCAPE AND THE AUSTRALIAN IMAGINATION 


